The chief hardwoods used in this country for distillation are beech, birch, and maple. Only mill and forest waste and trees unmerchantable for lumber are now ordinarily used, although some material suitable for lumber still finds its way to the distillation plants. Such southern hardwoods as the oaks, red gum, tupelo, and hickory have not been important in distillation, and no information has existed in
regard to the amount of the various products which could be obtained from them. Nor has information been available on the relative value of the commonly used species, or of the different forms of material, such as body wood, limbs, and slabs. The investigation here described was undertaken in order to supply this information and to aid in this way the utilization of materials now wasted.
METHOD OF INVESTIGATION.
GENERAL PLAN. Since conditions of distillation influence the yield of Table 4 ). The greatest differences are in the alcohol yield from beech and in the acid yield from birch. In the case of maple, the yields of both acid and alcohol are slightly higher from the Pennsylvania In Table 5 are given the relative yields from the different forms and species, taking the average of the heartwood and lumber runs -J LLUHJ~^~.
-~' The weights per cord were derived as explained on p. 6.
